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Furthermore, we want to continue bringing the 
best instructors in the Valley because without them 
our mission would be impossible. Undoubtedly, 
these changes will take time, careful planning 
and dedication. However, our strong commitment 
to our vision of excellence and the incredible 
support we receive each day from our students and 
their families give us the momentum we need to 
meet our goals. We thank you all for the support 
throughout this process.

In our Academy as in the rest of our programs, 
we are working very hard to make sure our vision 
drives all our actions.

We invite you to stop by our office to see our 
new soccer gear shop, try our innovative Bubble 
Soccer game, or participate in our Anniversary 
tournament December 12th & 13th.

 To you and your family from everyone at Plaza 
Sports Center, we wish you Happy Holidays!

You can contact me by emailing me at 
almacaso1@gmail.com.We would love to hear  
comments. We hope that you enjoy this magazine, 
we had a lot of fun putting it together for you.

Plaza Sports 

Center  
“Vision without action is 
daydream; action without 
vision is nightmare”
                                                             
-Japanese Proverb

t Plaza Sports Center we pride ourselves 
with our Soccer Academy, Toros RGV. As 
you will read in page 20, we have restructured 

our whole program to ensure our students are receiving 
the best soccer education in the Valley. We believe that 
our institution should be one that focuses on technique, 
individual development for students of all levels, and 
ethical behavior inside and outside the field.

ALMA CASO, CEO
p:  (956) 783-7670
e:  info@plazasportscenter.com 
w:  www.plazasportscenter.com
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BUBBLE SOCCER
IS HERE

RAFAEL 
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LITTLE TOROS
(TODDLER PROGRAM)

TOROS SOCCER 
ACADEMY

It is never too early to start  
enjoying soccer. Little Toros 

Academy gives children as young 
as 18 months to 4 years of age a  
headstart in the world of soccer. 
Our Academy allows parents to 

spend time with their children as 
they learn the basics to becoming 

great soccer players.

Our soccer classes are Monday 
through Friday. These classes 

focus primarily on technique. Our 
sessions are designed for  

students to enjoy the game in a 
more relaxed environment.  
Fridays are fun days where  

everyone in the Academy plays  
in a scrimmage. 

YOUTH COMPETITIVE
& REC LEAGUES

Join our competitive soccer 
leagues and play against the best 
youth soccer talent in South Tex-

as. Competitive Youth Soccer play 
allows for rapid player develop-
ment. The best soccer clubs in 

McAllen, Edinburg, Pharr, Wesla-
co, Harlingen, Brownsville and 

the rest of the Rio Grande Valley 
have joined our league and play 
Saturdays. Our competitive youth 
soccer leagues play at the high-

est competitive level in youth 
soccer in the McAllen MSA.
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We offer youth and adul soccer 
tournaments throughout the year. 
Teams from all over South Texas 

have registered to our past soccer 
tournaments and they have been 
a great success.Our divisions for 
youth soccer tournaments range 
from U6 to U19. The youth soccer 
tournaments have been both for 

boys and girls tournaments.  

TOURNAMENTS 

MEN’S REC & 
COMPETITIVE TEAMS

Our Women Soccer Leagues offer 
an opportunity for current and ex 
soccer players from Pharr, McAl-
len, Edinburg, Alamo, San Juan, 
Mission, Weslaco and the rest of 
the RGV to play the sport they 
grew up loving. Get your team 
together and join our Women’s 
Soccer Leagues today! League 

play is available  
throughout the week. 

WOMEN’S 
LEAGUES

Are you looking to register your 
team in a Men’s Soccer League in 
McAllen TX MSA? Here at Plaza 
Sports Center we have different 
men’s soccer league divisions 
available Monday through Fri-
day evenings. Soccer League 
Divisions include Premiere, 

Champions, Libre, Veterans and 
a Recreational League. Stop by 

our facility to register your team 
today. Soccer league registration 

is always available. 

For More Information Call Us At

956.783.7670 
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IS HERE!
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Although we’re very serious about soccer at Plaza Sports Center, we also love to have fun. That 
is why we’re the first place in the Rio Grande Valley to offer Bubble Soccer. We provide the  

bubble suit, the fields, and the referees for a small rental fee so our guests can go out and enjoy 
this hilarious and fun-filled game.

IF YOU HAVEN’T HEARD ABOUT THIS 
NEW GAME THAT HAS BECOME A HUGE 

HIT IN EUROPE AND CANADA, YOU 
SOON WILL. BUBBLE SOCCER, OR 

“BUBBLE BALL” IS SIMILAR TO CLAS-
SIC SOCCER, BUT WITH ONE LITTLE 
TWIST: ALL PLAYERS ARE WEARING 

BUBBLE SUITS!

What is bubble 
soccer?

This trendy new game is very 
similar to classic soccer. You need 
a minimum of eight players and 
a soccer field with two goal posts 
to get started. The game is played 

just like you would play soccer, 
except that things get really fun 
when you bump into other play-

ers in your bubble suits. You’ll 
have so much fun making each 

other fall to the floor.



How does it work?
We provide everything that you 

need so you can just come out and 
play. You need a minimum of eight 
players to be able to play. For small 
groups, the suit rental fee is $10 dol-
lars per person for 30 minutes or $17 
dollars per person for one hour. We 
can have a maximum of 12 players at 
the same time.

We also have options for com-
panies, teams, birthday parties, or 
schools. Our large group package 
is $15 dollars per suit rental for 30 
minutes and $25 dollar suit rental 
for 1 hour. We can have a maximum 
of 24 players at the same time.

Small Group Package
(Minimum Of 8 Players)

$10 PER PERSON = 30 MINS
$17 PER PERSON = 1 HR

Large Group Package
(Parties, teams, Companies)

$15 PER SUIT = 30 MINS
$25 PER SUIT= 1HR

Is it just for kids?
NO, BUBBLE SOCCER IS A GAME FOR EVERYONE AND IT’S A GREAT WAY TO DO  

SOMETHING DIFFERENT AS A FAMILY. YOU CAN ALSO RENT OUR BUBBLE SOCCER  
SUITS FOR YOUR CORPORATE EVENTS AT OUR FACILITY.

Bubble Soccer is a great team- build-
ing exercise that allows you to practice 
the same strategy skills that are used in 
conventional soccer. It is also very safe 
because you’re literally inside a bubble. 
It’s an excellent game for everyone to 
enjoy as a family and it’s guaranteed that 
you’ll all have plenty of laughs. It’s very 
easy to play and even those who don’t 
regularly practice sports or play soccer 
can easily catch on. 

Plaza Sports Center | 956.783.7670 | 1101 E Nolana Loop, Pharr, Tx 78577
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Is it just for kids?
NO, BUBBLE SOCCER IS A GAME FOR EVERYONE AND IT’S A GREAT WAY TO DO  

SOMETHING DIFFERENT AS A FAMILY. YOU CAN ALSO RENT OUR BUBBLE SOCCER  
SUITS FOR YOUR CORPORATE EVENTS AT OUR FACILITY.



OUR LEAGUES
We have soccer leagues available for everyone and every skill level. You don’t have to wait very 
long to register to one of our leagues. Registration is simple and quick. Don’t know how to get 
started? Here are a few steps!

START PLAYING SOCCER!

Our games are 7 vs. 7 so you need 
a minimum of 7 players and a max 
of 14. You will be required to get a 
player ID for each and to play with 
your same players all season.

NO 

We can help you find a team:
If you’re an adult, visit our website 
at www.plazasportscenter.com/
mens-soccer-leagues/ and fill our 
a form so we can try to find you a 
team. 

Cool idea: 
We have a LOT 
of business 
teams. Talk to 
your coworkers 
or boss about 
starting a com-
pany team, use 
the company’s 
logo on uniforms 
as advertising 
and you’ve got 
a team! You can 
request a friendly 
game so you get 
some practice 
before starting 
the league. 

You’ve got your team, how do you pick a league? 
We have over 40 different leagues per week in different levels and days. 
They all start at different times so we can accommodate you in one in no time!

Determine what division you’ll like to play:

YES

+ Women’s  
+ 45+ years Champions
+ Open (Competitive)
+ Second Division

+ Third Division (Recreational)
+ Youth Competitive
+ Youth Recreational

Call our office (956) 783-7670 and request a next available fay and 
time for that division. Or you can say you’d like in X amount of 
weeks and we can suggest a league for your schedule. 

HOW LONG DO LEAGUES LAST?

If you’re a child, enroll in our  
Soccer Academy and you will 
automatically be invited to one of 
our teams. 

Note: What’s 
nice about our 
leagues is once 
you schedule a 
day and time, 
that will be your 
schedule for the 
entire league! 
No change in 
schedule! No 
confusions!

Do you
already 

have a 
team? 



START PLAYING SOCCER! HOW LONG DO LEAGUES LAST?

10 wks 
plus semifinals 

and finals

You’d play 

once 
per week at the 

same day & 
time

IMPORTANT: 
Since all our fields are turf, we do not 

allow cleats for play. You can use turf or 
indoor shoes. 

Talk to your team and pick a league. 
Call our office (956) 783-7670 so 
we reserve your spot. (Reservation 
requires a downpayment) 

Start playing!! If 
you need additional 

soccer gear, you 
can stop by our 

office shop for balls, 
socks, gloves, shin 
guards, etc. One 

stop!

You can start 
checking your 
schedules and 

standings online 
on our website. 

Like our facebook 
page so you can 

see constant pho-
tos and videos of 

games. Pick up our 
magazine as well 

for pics and news!

You have a league, NOW WHAT? 

LEAGUES AVAILABLE:
Women’s:  
Fridays at 8 pm.   

45+ Years: 
Thursdays at 8 pm. 

Champions:  
Wednesdays at 8 pm. 

Open: 
Available all week, including 
weekends

Second Division:  
Tuesdays at 10 pm 
 
Recreational:  
Schedules vary. 
All week available. 

Youth Competitive:  
Saturdays and Sundays and 
Fridays at 7 pm. 

Youth Recreational:  
Saturdays and Sundays 

You can always request  
additional schedules by  
calling our office at 
(956) 783-7670.
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YES, WE ALSO HAVE 
RESTAURANT. AND 
YES, THE FOOD IS 
delicious.

 

hamburgers

tacos

saldas!

wings & beer

mangonadas
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nachos

corn in a cup

tacos

choriquezo

fresas con 
crema

DRINKS + MORE

PROTEIN 
SHAKES

chocoflan
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Visit our website at www.plazasportscenter.com
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Bubble 
SOCCER!
Bring your friends and family to 

Plaza Sports Center to play! 

We are Open
9:00AM-12:00AM

Call us 
(956)783-7670

COME PLAY 

We are located on 
1101 E Nolana Loop

Pharr, Tx 78577

Visit our website at www.plazasportscenter.com
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WHY CHOOSE 
PLAZA SPORTS?
WHY CHOOSE 
PLAZA SPORTS?

TODDLERS TODDLERSKIDS WOMEN’S MEN’S KID’S

4 FIELDS
IN TOTAL

2 COVERED
FIELDS WITH 
ARTIFICIAL TURF

TEAMS FOR 
ALL AGES
& LEVELS

RECREATIONAL &
COMPETITIVE
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MANY
SCHEDULE 

OPTIONS 
AVAILABLE

40
LEAGUES
PER WEEK

250
TEAMS
PER YEAR

160
CHAMPIONS
PER YEAR

28
DEDICATED 
STAFF MEMBERS

6 TOURNAMENTS
PER YEAR

BATHROOMS

RESTAURANT

PROSHOP

PARKINGGREAT 
LOCATION

ONLINE 
SCHEDULE FACILITIES
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to experience a completely 

new level of soccer 
at Plaza Sports Center. 

get ready
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Our newly 

Soccer Academy  
is here! 
Since its start two and half years ago, Toros 

Academy has successfully trained our players 
to develop the skills and abilities they need to 
become successful soccer players. Our players 
have become so good that the time has come 
to make some changes. We’ve consulted with 
soccer experts and professional players to  
develop a new Toros Academy that will focus 
on developing and expanding the individu-
al talents and level of each player. “We have 
initiated a series of positive changes for our 
program, all of which have been carefully eval-
uated by our team,” says Plaza Sports Center 
CEO, Alma Caso. “This is us taking the next 
step and taking our kids to the next level.”

Play At Your Own 
Level
In most soccer schools, students are divid-
ed by age groups. We learned that students 
perform better when they train with others at 
their same skill level.  With our new acade-
my, our groups are based on the players’ level 
of play instead of their age. Players begin 
with their age group until coaches are able 
to fully assess their abilities. They will then 
be moved to the group that is a better fit for 
them. As players improve, they will be moved 
to different levels so they continue develop-
ing their play. 
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New Toros 

Teams
One of the biggest additions to our 
academy is that all players will be 
given the opportunity to be placed 
in one of our Toros team. We have 
different level teams: recreational, 
intermediate, and advanced cate-
gories. This will allow our players 
to play in a team that is appropriate 
for their level. This means more 
opportunities to play and improve.

Amped Up 
Intensity
We know that for our players to improve, 
they need more training opportunities and 
discipline. This is why all of our players in 
Toros Academy will participate in three 
practices a week. Two of these practices will 
focus on drills that will develop their skills, 
techniques, agility, and fitness level. All 
groups play scrimmages as a team on Fridays 
to develop their teamwork and collaboration 
skills and so they can learn to play together.
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Specialized 

Coaches
A great soccer academy begins 
with great coaches. We have a new 
team of coaches that are equipped 
to take our children to the next 
level. Our new Toros Academy 
will have a specific coach assigned 
to each team. This will allow the 
coach to get to know the individ-
ual strengths and weaknesses that 
they have to work on for each child. 
Parents will now know who they 
can contact with any questions or 
suggestions they might have.

Outside 
Tournaments
Because our Academy trains in our own facilities 
at Plaza Sports Center, we have always invited 
our teams to play in our own competitive leagues 
where teams from all over the Valley participate.  
“With our new academy, we will start introducing 
our Competitive teams to outside tournaments,” 
says Alma Caso. “This will be beneficial for those 
categories because we will be exposing them to 
different types of competition 
and opportunities”

we’re so excited to start seeing the results of our new 
Toros Academy in our players. If you’re not a part of our 
academy, join us for a free two-day trial.  

All you need to start experiencing a new level of training is 
to show up any day of the week at 5:30 p.m. to try out one of 
our practices! CALL US FOR INFO: 956-783-7670
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AGE:: 14 YRS  

HOMETOWN  San Juan, Tx

POSITION  MIDFIELDER

TEAM: -TOROS ACADEMY

PLAYER OF THE ISSUE:

TOROS ACADEMY
TOROS ACADEMY
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The Memorial Wolverines High School 9th grader has 
been part of the academy for more than a year in a half. 
His good attitude and hard work have led him to be one 
of the most well liked players in our center.

Although Burnias has been playing soccer since he was 
eight years old, he played in different fields and never be-
longed to a team. Juan Manuel started coming to Plaza 
Sports Center to accompany his dad who played in the 
men’s league. He often saw other boys his age playing in 
the fields and wanted to be part of their team. One day, 
Burnias decided to approach a group of players and ask 
them how he could join the team. They directed him to 
the coach who invited Juan Manuel to join them for a 
Toros Academy practice.

Since his first day at the academy, Burnias demonstrat-
ed excellent potential and commitment. He has been 
able to train with other boys his age and learn specific 
skills and techniques that have improved his level of 
play. “It is a very good academy,” said Burnias. “I like it 
because they train you in many different ways and you 
improve your fitness level and you learn new techniques. 
I’ve really learned a lot.”

One of the things that Burnias has always liked about 
Toros Academy is that everyone gets the opportunity 
to play and be part of the team. This allows players to 
develop good relationships and learn to play as a team, 
which reflects in their performance at matches. Although 
the 14-year-old midfielder has played throughout the 
Rio Grande Valley, he feels that the Plaza Sports Center 
facilities are the best in the area. “I really like the fields 
at Plaza because they look very nice and it feels good to 
play in them. Other places just have a carpet or the fields 
are very uneven,” explains Burnias. “The center also has 
more security than other places. They really take care of 
the kids here.”

The skills that are taught at Toros Academy don’t just 
involve technique and strategy; the coaches also focus 
on teaching players the importance of discipline, collab-
oration, and good sportsmanship. Juan Manuel knows 
that these are life skills that will help him become a 
better soccer player and will help him achieve his goal of 
becoming a computer engineer someday.

 

PLAYER OF THE ISSUE:

TOROS ACADEMY
TOROS ACADEMY

JUAN MANUEL  
BURNIAS IS THE  
PERFECT EXAMPLE OF 
THE DEDICATION, GOOD 
SPORTSMANSHIP, AND 
LOVE OF SOCCER THAT 
OUR TOROS ACADEMY 
STUDENTS DISPLAY. 
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Fernando Lopez Jr. 
ATTORNEY AT LAW

(956)968-7800

+ Inmigración 

+ Accidentes de Carro

HOUSTON, TX WESLACO, TX



LITTLE TOROS
ACADEMY
It is never too early to start enjoying soccer. Little Bulls Academy gives 

toddlers between 18 months and 4 years an early start in the world of sport. 

Our Academy allows parents to spend time with their children as they learn 

basic skills so they can be better soccer players in the future.

PRACTICES LAST 

5O MINS
TWICE A WEEK

PARENTS CAN

PARTICIPATE
IN EACH PRACTICE 

MONTHLY FEE OF 

$85
ALL PRACTICES 

IN COVERED 
FIELDS

Tuesdays and Thursdays 5:00-5:50 pm and 6:00-6:50 pm. 
Call to request additional schedules 956.783.7670 

info@plazasportscenter.com
1101 E Nolana Loop, Pharr, Tx 78577
Visit us at Plazasportscenter.com
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16 DE SEPTIEMBRE

“MANY THANKS TO ALL THE TEAMS THAT PARTICIPATED IN 
OUR YEARLY 16 DE SEPTIEMBRE TOURNAMENT. “



South Texas Rebels u6

Rayados Mcallen u10

Art Boys u14

Tercos u12

Rayados McAllen U8
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RAYADOS MCALLEN

(L-r) Brisette de la Garza, Laura Lopez, Alma caso, 

Leilani de leon, Barbara Romo, sandy castanexa



Leo

CORNER

Castillo
UTRGV Men’s Soccer Goalkeeper

UTRGV Men’s Soccer junior 
goalkeeper Leo Castillo didn’t 
really choose his position... 
his position chose him.

“My brother (Eduardo) used to always 
put me in between two trees back at 
home and start shooting free kicks on 
me,” he said. 

A few years later, when Leo was 12, the 
goalkeeper of his club soccer team in 
Katy, TX got injured, and it was also 
Eduardo who decided that his little 
brother would take the goalkeeper 

spot for the rest of the game.

“In the huddle at halftime, the coach 
asked who wanted to be in goal 
and my brother raised his hand and 

pointed at me and said, ‘he’s going in 
goal’,” Castillo said. “I looked at him and 

I was like, ‘well, I guess.’

“So I went in goal, played the second half. 
It went pretty well, so I went from there.”

Although Castillo may not have been 
happy with his brother at the time, playing 

goal allowed him to play college soccer.

“When I played in Houston Dynamo (U-
18 Developmental Academy) it was pretty 
exciting to see all the academy players, the 
ones above me, going into college soccer and 

coming back and having great experiences 
playing around the nation,” he said. “It was 

exciting to know I was going to get to do 
that as well.”

Castillo started for two years at Tyler Junior 
College, where he posted seven shutouts 
that led his team to the 2014 NJCAA National 
Championship. 

“Winning a national championship in college 
soccer is a really good experience,” he said. 
“We had lost the first final my first year and my 
second year we got to come out again.

“At the moment you don’t know how to feel 
or what to do, you are just so excited… you 
just won a National Championship.”

After finishing up in Tyler, where he also 
earned NJCAA Second Team All-American, 
NSCAAA First Team All-South Region and First 
Team All-Conference accolades as a freshman 
after recording 11 shutouts with a 0.81 goals 
against average, Castillo was attracted to 
UTRGV due in part to its strong soccer culture. 

“Coach Paul Leese and Coach Donovan 
Dowling gave me a call and talked to me 
about the school,” Castillo said. “I think what 
attracted me the most was the coaches and 
the atmosphere here at UTRGV.

“Coach Dowling was also a really, really good 
goalkeeper, and I think Coach Leese is one of 
the smartest coaches in college soccer.”

Castillo still has a year and a half left at UTRGV, 
after which he hopes to play professionally. 
When he’s done playing soccer, he wants to 
teach it. 

“My goal is to have a goalkeeper academy 
and to teach kids from a young age how to 
play in goal,” he said.

Visit GoUTRGV.com for more information on the UTRGV Vaqueros.
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Eduardo who decided that his little 
brother would take the goalkeeper 

spot for the rest of the game.

“In the huddle at halftime, the coach 
asked who wanted to be in goal 
and my brother raised his hand and 

pointed at me and said, ‘he’s going in 
goal’,” Castillo said. “I looked at him and 

I was like, ‘well, I guess.’

“So I went in goal, played the second half. 
It went pretty well, so I went from there.”

Although Castillo may not have been 
happy with his brother at the time, playing 

goal allowed him to play college soccer.

“When I played in Houston Dynamo (U-
18 Developmental Academy) it was pretty 
exciting to see all the academy players, the 
ones above me, going into college soccer and 

coming back and having great experiences 
playing around the nation,” he said. “It was 

exciting to know I was going to get to do 
that as well.”

Castillo started for two years at Tyler Junior 
College, where he posted seven shutouts 
that led his team to the 2014 NJCAA National 
Championship. 

“Winning a national championship in college 
soccer is a really good experience,” he said. 
“We had lost the first final my first year and my 
second year we got to come out again.

“At the moment you don’t know how to feel 
or what to do, you are just so excited… you 
just won a National Championship.”

After finishing up in Tyler, where he also 
earned NJCAA Second Team All-American, 
NSCAAA First Team All-South Region and First 
Team All-Conference accolades as a freshman 
after recording 11 shutouts with a 0.81 goals 
against average, Castillo was attracted to 
UTRGV due in part to its strong soccer culture. 

“Coach Paul Leese and Coach Donovan 
Dowling gave me a call and talked to me 
about the school,” Castillo said. “I think what 
attracted me the most was the coaches and 
the atmosphere here at UTRGV.

“Coach Dowling was also a really, really good 
goalkeeper, and I think Coach Leese is one of 
the smartest coaches in college soccer.”

Castillo still has a year and a half left at UTRGV, 
after which he hopes to play professionally. 
When he’s done playing soccer, he wants to 
teach it. 

“My goal is to have a goalkeeper academy 
and to teach kids from a young age how to 
play in goal,” he said.

Visit GoUTRGV.com for more information on the UTRGV Vaqueros.

ATHLETIC EVENTS
11/1 @ 1 p.m.

Men’s Soccer vs. CSU Bakersfield

11/7 @ 12 p.m.
Volleyball vs. CSU Bakersfield

12/6 @ 1 p.m.
Men’s Basketball vs. Angelo State

11/24 @ 7 p.m.
Men’s Basketball vs. Southeastern Missouri

11/22 @ 2 p.m.
Men’s Basketball vs. Portland State

11/20 @ 7 p.m.
Men’s Basketball vs. TAMUK

11/18 @ 7 p.m.
Women’s Basketball vs. Texas Lutheran

11/16 @ 7 p.m.
Women’s Basketball vs. Concordia

11/7 @ 7 p.m.
Men’s Basketball vs. TAMIU (exh.)

11/8 @ 2 p.m.
Men’s Soccer vs. Houston Baptist

12/17 @ 7 p.m.
Women’s Basketball vs. Incarnate Word

12/11 @ 7 p.m.
Men’s Basketball vs. Tennessee at Martin

12/30 @ 7 p.m.
Women’s Basketball vs. Evangel

REUNITED
Sisters Erica and Arnelle Gonzalez both help to make up UTRGV 
women’s soccer tough defensive front. Last year was the first 
year the two sisters weren’t playing together as Erica was a 
goalkeeper in the first-ever UTPA women’s soccer team and 
Arnelle, a defender, was still in Harlingen South High School. 

Learning that Arnelle, who was her team’s MVP and earned 
second team District 32-6A accolades her senior year in high 
school, would join her in the UTRGV women’s soccer team was 
good news for Erica.

“When I found out my sister made the team I was very excited,” 
Erica said. “I’ve been playing with her since I was in third grade, 
so it’s unusual not having her on my team.”

Having played together for so long has helped the sisters have 
a thorough understanding of how one another plays, and how 
to best work with each other out on the field. 

“We give each other a certain look and we know what we’re 
gonna do,” Arnelle said. “I guess that’s sort of a sister relationship.”

Harlingen native sisters 
join forces again at UTRGV

ARNELLEERICA

Group rates available. For more information, 
contact David Riggs at (956) 665-3747 

or david.riggs@utrgv.edu.

Age: 19
Major: Biology, Pre-Dentistry
Color: Mint green
Food: Chicken Enchiladas
Movie: The Dark Knight
TV show: Narcos
Music genre: Alternative
Soccer player: Andres Guardado and 
Memo Ochoa
Role model: My grandfather and 
David Bowie

Age: 18
Major: Chemistry, Pre-Pharmacy
Color: Blue
Food: Chicken Enchiladas
Movie: Rise of Guardians
TV show: The Office
Music genre: Rap, rock, reggae and 
hip hop
Soccer player: David Luiz and Carlos 
Salcido
Role model: My grandfather and my 
father



p
l
a
z
a
 a

d
u
l
t
s

A D U L T  P L A Y E R  O F     T H E  I S S U E

Plaza Sports Center | 956.783.7670 | 1101 E Nolana Loop, Pharr, Tx 78577
Plazasportscenter.com34



family.
Around two and a half years ago, 

Rafael was invited by his nephew 
to play at Plaza Sports Center. “I 
immediately fell in love with Plaza 
Sports Center,” recalls Rodriguez. 
“Everything about the center was 
wonderful – the facilities, the people, 
the programs, the kids, and especially 
the founder, Dr. Jose Antonio Caso, 
who has a true love for this sport.” 
Ever since, Rafael continues to be 
involved in the center both on and 
off the field.

When he’s not playing with the 
Toros Veterans Team, Rafael can 
be found cheering on his eleven-
year-old son, Severo Rafael Rodri-
guez, who plays in the 2004-2005 
Competitive League or serving as a 
referee in one of the games. He also 
played in the Open League with 
a team comprised of his brothers 
and nephews. “One of the biggest 
honors I’ve experienced is winning 
the championship with my family 
in 2014 and then winning with the 
Toros Veterans Team the next day,” 

Few people are as pas-
sionate about soccer as 
Rafael Rodriguez. From 
the day he was first in-
troduced to this sport 
by his brother when he 
was just eleven years 
old, soccer has become 
a very important part 
of his life. Fast forward 
three decades later and 
Rafael is still very in-
volved with this sport. 

He currently serves as Sports 
Director for Club de Fútbol Brazil 
in Hidalgo, Texas, plays in the Toros 
Veterans  Team, founded the Escuela 
de futbol Mexicas, and is a volunteer 
referee and youth coach at Plaza 
Sports Center.

Growing up in Reynosa, Rodri-
guez was always involved in many 
different soccer teams and clubs. His 
strong belief that soccer helped de-
velop a child’s strong character and 
discipline led him and his brother, 
Juan Jacinto Rodriguez, to establish 
Club Inglatera in Reynosa. More 
than twenty years later, the club 
continues providing opportunities 
for children in Reynosa to play this 
sport and remains under the man-
agement of the Rodriguez Mendiola 

AGE:: 43 YRS  

HOMETOWN: REYNOSA, TAMAULIPAS

POSITION  REFEREE

TEAM: -TOROS VETERANS TEAM
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recalls Rodriguez.
It was also in the Summer of 2014 

that Gerardo Hernandez invited him to 
take part in founding Club de Fútbol 
Brazil, a soccer club in Hidalgo, Texas, 
where there were very few opportuni-
ties for children to play soccer. During 
that time, the World Cup was taking 
place and they decided to take advan-
tage of that momentum to get people 
interested in the sport. Rodriguez 
recognizes that the success of this club 
wouldn’t have been possible without the 
help of Plaza Sports Center. “We call 
Plaza Sports Center the cradle of soc-
cer because it has helped and nurtured 
our club to flourish,” he explains.

The founders, coaches, players, and 
staff at Plaza Sports Center also con-
sider Rafael Rodriguez to be a great as-
set to soccer in the Rio Grande Valley. 
He is greatly admired for his commit-
ment and selfless devotion to instilling 
love for this sport in children. 

“ We enjoy having Coach Rafa 
around in our facility, be it  

refereeing for one of our 
leagues, directing one of his 

youth teams in our children’s 
leagues or playing in our  

45+ league,” 
shares Alma Caso, 

CEO of Plaza Sports 
Center. 

Plaza Sports Center | 956.783.7670 | 1101 E Nolana Loop, Pharr, Tx 78577
Plazasportscenter.com36

p
l
a
z
a
 a

d
u
l
t
s



P L A Z A  S P O R T S  C O M P L E X  M A G A Z I N E     37    

HE IS ALWAYS 
A PLEASURE TO 
HAVE AROUND  
BECAUSE HE 
SHARES OUR  
VISION FOR  
FOSTERING  
A FAMILY  
ENVIRONMENT 
AROUND SOCCER. 
HE IS A TRULY 
DEDICATED  
GENTLEMAN AND 
WE APPRECIATE 
HIS SUPPORT.

-ALMA CASO
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Zorba has been the go-to 
for sports equipment and 

apparel in the Rio Grande 
Valley for many years. 

The family-owned store 
first opened its doors to 

offer high-quality sports 
equipment and apparel in 

an area that lacked spe-
cialty items. Today, Zorba 

is known for selling the 
best products for soccer, 
baseball, tennis, volley-

ball, and any other sport. 
The store also offers a 

vast selection of tennis 
shoe brands and high-end 

fragrances.  
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At Zorba, supporting local busi-
nesses doesn’t come at a hefty price 
tag. The owners have developed 
strong relationships with their 
vendors that allow them to offer 
very competitive – if not the low-
est – prices in the area. Visit any of 
its three locations in Brownsville, 
Laredo, or McAllen to find great dis-
counts on brands like: Nike, Adidas, 
Mizuno, Saucony, Puma, Reebok, 
and Wilson.

Whether you’re looking for new 
soccer cleats or shin guards, Zorba is 
the one place where you’ll find it all 
at a great price!  

SPORTS EQUIPMENT | TENNIS | GLASSES | FRAGRANCES





@plazasportscenterwww.facebook.com/ 
PlazaSportsCenter

@psctoros

Want to learn more about Plaza Sports? 
Just follow us on social media!
Plaza Sports Complex is on Facebook, Instagram, 

YouTube and Twitter!

WHAT ARE YOU  
WAITING FOR?  
FOLLOW US
TODAY!

Have a question you need answered? Send Plaza Sports a message through 
Facebook and you’ll get a reply in no time!Already enrolled in a league or 

academy and need some more information? Download the FREE APP! That’s 
right; Plaza Sports has a free app just for you! Schedules are posted so a  

player is never late! News and upcoming events are at your fingertips! With the 
app, you’re doing more than just signing up for a soccer class, you’re getting  

involved and making the most out of your membership with Plaza Sports!

Plaza Sports Center | 956.783.7670 | 1101 E Nolana Loop, Pharr, Tx 78577
Plazasportscenter.com40
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EXCEL BOCA JR.

plaza sports

CHAMPIONS
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CHAPA TIRES PHARR ELITE U12

STRIKERS U19LA PIEDAD
VETERANS LEAGUE

CHAMPIONS



REBELS U12

PLAZA EQUIPO TADEOS

DEPORTIVO VERSAS 

CHAMPIONS
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TIMAO

RAYADOS MCALLEN ROYaL LEGACY

CHAMPIONS
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Congratulations to all 

the teams who finished 

first place in our 

leagues. 

To register your team in one of our 

many leagues, call our office 

(956) 783 7670



SCHEDULES

MONDAY
Toros Soccer 
Academy  
5:30-7:00 pm

Adult Leagues 
7:00 pm-12 am

TUESDAY
Little Toros 
Academy 
4:30-5:30 pm

Toros Soccer 
Academy 
5:30-7:00 pm

Goalie Classes 
5:30-7:00 pm

Adult leagues 
7:00-12 am

WEDNESDAY
Toros Soccer 
Academy 
5:30-7:00 pm

Adult Leagues 
7:00 pm-12 am

SATURDAY
Youth  
Recreational 
Leagues 
9 am- 12 pm

Youth  
Competitive 
Leagues
1:00-5:00 pm

Adult  
Competitive 
Leagues
8:00-12 am

SUNDAYS
Women’s  
Competitive 
League
4 pm: U19

Youth 
Competitive 
League
9am - 4pm

Boy’s  
Competitive 
League
5:00 pm: 
U16 

THURSDAY
Little Toros 
Academy 
4:30 - 5:30 pm

Toros Soccer 
Academy 
5:30- 7:00 pm

Goalie Classes 
5:30-7:00 pm

Adult League 
Open
6:00-7:00 pm 

45+ Adult 
League 
8:00 pm

Adult Leagues 
9:00-12 am

FRIDAY
Toros Soccer 
Academy 
5:30-7:00 pm

Youth 
Competitive 
League 2007  
7:00 pm

Women’s  
Adult league
7:00 pm

Adult Leagues 
9:00- 12 am

NEW SCHEDULES COMING EVERY MONTH. 
Call our office to request additional schedules 

(956) 783-7670
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BUBBLE SOCCER AVAILABLE! 
CALL TO REQUEST SCHEDULE!

Adult Open 
Leagues
6:00-10:00 pm 
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Residents of McAllen, Edinburg, Mission, Alamo, San Juan, Weslaco and Brownsville visit 
our sports center daily. Families enjoy the best soccer fields, facilities and a full  

service restaurant. You can advertise in our magazine, have your sign at the entrance of 
our facilities or place the logo of your company behind one of the goal posts 

where thousands of eyes will see it.“

6,000
PERSONAS

por semana

C O N T A C T  U S  A T  ( 9 5 6 )  8 2 1 - 5 8 4 3
i n f o @ p l a z a s p o r t s c e n t e r . c o m

250 
EQUIPOS

por semana
 

ADVERTISE WITH 
PLAZA SPORTS CENTER!

PEOPLE
PER WEEK

TEAMS
PER WEEK

PEOPLE
PER MONTH



Are you looking for a birthday party rental 

location in the McAllen area for kids? 

Look no further.

 Birthday Party Rental Our facility is available for 
Corporate Meetings, Weddings, 

Quinceñeras, Graduation 
Parties, Baby Showers and just 
about any other type of event 

you can think of.

For more information find us on 
plazasportscenter.com/party-rentals/

Email us at almacasaco1@gmail.com with 
your request and phone number and we will 
call you back. 956.783.7670 | 1101 E Nolana 

Loop, Pharr, Tx 78577

Plaza Sports Center | 956.783.7670 | 1101 E Nolana Loop, Pharr, Tx 78577
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Are you looking for a birthday party rental 

location in the McAllen area for kids? 

Look no further.

 Birthday Party Rental Our facility is available for 
Corporate Meetings, Weddings, 

Quinceñeras, Graduation 
Parties, Baby Showers and just 
about any other type of event 

you can think of.

For more information find us on 
plazasportscenter.com/party-rentals/

Email us at almacasaco1@gmail.com with 
your request and phone number and we will 
call you back. 956.783.7670 | 1101 E Nolana 

Loop, Pharr, Tx 78577
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Ma. Antonia Jimenez
Of: 956-782-5705
Cell: 956-884-2777
 
Ruben Delgadillo
Cell: 956-331-3002
 

San Juan Location
2205 N. Raul Longoria Ste. B San Juan TX
956-968-8320 
 

Weslaco Location
164 S. Texas Blvd Weslaco TX 956-354-6595

*weslaco only. screen-printing and 
 

embroidery for gifts, team backpacks, soccer balls, 
team jackets and more. Print names and numbers

on any shirt for $5
 

�  Soccer Zone TX
deportesruben@hotmail.com
soccerzonetx@outlook.com

10% off when you spend $100

Soccer Zone
Deportes Ruben 



 

DYNAMIC CLASSES FOCUSED ON 
TEACHING THE STUDENTS PROPER 
SOCCER TECHNIQUE.

COVERED FIELDS! 
GOALIE ACADEMY
Soccer classes designed  
specially for goalkeepers. 
        LITTLE TOROS
Toddler classes for children 18 
months-4 yrs of age. 

HIGH ENDURANCE CLASSES
Small group classes designed to 
improve a certain soccer skill. 

CALL OUR OFFICE AT 956.783.7670 
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT   

WWW.PLAZASPORTSCENTER.COM

SOCCER CLASSES FOR EVERY 
SKILL LEVEL: 
Beginner
Intermediate 
Advanced

ALL STUDENTS ARE INVITED TO 
BELONG TO ONE OF OUR  
DIFFERENT LEVEL TEAMS: 
Recreational or Competitive  
(So they will be able to play games  
right away.)


